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In June, contrasts between the remaining snow and
the lush green of the sprouting Beech makes
Nabekurayama glow in beauty. There may be
countless beech forests all around Japan, but there
are not many with such a pristine forest with giant
trees, abundant amount of snow and ideal slopes for

skiing.

Nabekurayama is the main peak of the Sekita
mountain range, lying on both sides of Nagano and
Niigata prefecture borders. It’s renowned for its
heavy snowfall reaching 4-5m every winter. Joe
Kobashi visited this mountain for ski photography
and was blown away when he first witnessed its
scenery in June. Since then, his curiosity made him
coming back to live Nabekurayama’s four season’s

natural beauty for the past five years.

This exhibition is a gathering of ski photographer,
Kobashi’s works. Depicting the moments of
Nabekura’s forests in an objective point of view,
while carefully paying attention to the Nature’s
voices, respecting the history of this land and
confronting his own self. How did the beauty,
strength and fragility of a forest that sustained from
past resort and forestry development projects

reflected through the eyes of Kobashi?

Nabekurayama is the source for liyama city’s water
supply, a natural dam for the area’s agriculture as
well as the heart and soul for the surrounding
residents.

The WOrkS on di&play ShOW an alternative aSpECt Of
Nabekurayama natural behaviors that could only be

found thanks to the use of skis and repeated visits

throughout the seasons.
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